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ADMNISTRATTVE SLTVARY

This report is the culnination of a cultural resource literature search

and records review of the Upper Minnesota River, Northeastern South Dakota

(portions of: Codington, Grant, Deuel, and Brookings Counties) and South-

western Minnesota (porticns of: Lac Qui Parle, Yellow Medicine, Lincoln,

Lyon, Pipestone, Redwood, Cottonwood, Maray, and Brown Counties).

The obje zive of this report is that it be used as a planning tool which

will aid in the protection of known cultural resources which may be affected

by the implementation of the proposed alterations/modifications of tributar-I
ies to the Minstem Upper Minnesota River.

I

Five hundred and fifty (550) prehistoric and historic sites have been re-

-. corded within the designated portions of the project area (see Figure 1).

The public and private institution and agency files reviewed/searched for

this report are listed in Section II (Methodology) of this document and

include said files for both South Dakota and Minnesota. All pertinent in-

, i formation, duly recorded at the public and private institutions listed in

Section II of this report, has been included.

* " Due to the nurber of sites (both prehistoric and historic) found in associa-

tion with creeks, streams, and rivers in the region, it is recommended that

a- .an archaeological field investigation of the project areas be conducted on

any proposed alterations, modifications and/or development of any kind re-

lating to this specific project.
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-- "I . DUChION

S""A. Purpose of the Project

The U.S. Arm Corps of Engineers, St. Paul District has proposed a "range

of structural alternatives presently under evaluation" which will include

small scale tributary reservoirs in the Upland Coteau... and chmanel mdi-

fications and levees on the downstream tributaries and environmental cor-

ridors along the Mainstem Upper Minnesota River".

I The purpose of this particular project is to comtile all kncm data rela-

ting to cultural resources within the watersheds of the Yellow Bank River,

, the Lac Oui Parle River, the Yellow M dicine River, the Redwood River, and

the Cottonwood River, which corprise the Upper ,Mi.nesota Subbasin (Figure

1).

This cultural resources investigation will serve the Corps of Engineers

as a plainni tool. From the broad data base which has been carmiled here,

engineers will be able to design the tributary reservoirs, chanel

cations and levees while protecting and preserving valuable cultural re-

sources for this and future generations.

2 This report ill not only aid the present plaers, but will serve as a

scientific reference for future investigations in a variety of disciplines.

B Project Description

Th-is cultural resources LnvestLgation is but one (1) of several studies

-hich have been and will be done prior to any in-field development/

- - -. °.
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construction or landscape alteration of any description by the Corps of

* Engineers and the Soil Conservation Service.

The scope of work for the "parent" project is stated by the U.S. Army Corps

of Engineers (St. Paul District) as follows:
I

3.01 The Upper Minnesota River Subbasin Study (a
joint U.S. Soil Conservation Service and St. Paul
District Corps of Engineers feasibility study) was

*authorized under Public Law 87-693. The overall
study objectives are to identify water- and land-
use problems and investigate solutions to the down-

* stream and crossover flooding on tributary streams,
drainage, erosion, sedimentation, and water qual-
ity problems within the Yellow Bank, Lac Oui Parle,
Yellow Medicine, Redwood, and Cottonwood Subbasins
in southwestern Minnesota and northeastern South
Dakota.

The range of major structural alternatives presently
under evaluation includes approximately 69 small-
scale tributary reservoirs in the Upland Coteau.
Other major alternatives under preliminary consid-
eration include 300 miles of channel modifications
and levees on the downstream tributaries and envir-
ormental corridors along the Mainstem Upper Min-
nesota River. This feasibility study is currently
scheduled over an 8-year period. (Appendix A:
Scope of Work:3)

C. Project Location

The study area consists of a small portion of northeast South Dakota and

•- a a large portion of southwestern Minnesota as designated on Figure 1 and

described below:

3.02 The Upper Mimesota Subbasin study area com-
prises 4,183.8 square miles, which is 33 percent of
the Minnesota River Basin. it includes all or part

* of nine counties in Minnesota (Brown, Cottonwood,
Lac Oui Parle, Lincoln, Lyon, Murray, Pipestone, Red-
wood, and Yellow Mdicine), and four counties in

a - South Dakota (Deuel, Grant, Codington and Brookings).

3
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Present land use percentages break down as follows:
cropland - 80 percent; pastureland - 9 percent;
forestland - 2 percent; noninventory lands (urban,
developed, water, and Federal) - 4 percent; and
other - 5 percent. (Appendix A:Scope of Work:3)

3.03 The study area is within the '".estern Lake
Section" central lowland province of the interior
plains physical division of the United States. This
section has been characterized by young glaciated
plains, moraines, lakes, and lacustrine plains. A
number of former lakes have been drained and con-
verted to agriculture. The surface materials and
features are a product of recent glaciation. Glacial
materials cover most of the sediment and ancient bed-
rock, although these earlier layers are exposed in
a few places. The bedrock is among the oldest rock
known on earth, dating back over 3 billion years.

A.
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II. ETHCOL0GY

A. Study Methods

This cultural resources investigation has been conducted according to the

N" "definitions" as presented in the Scope of Work (Appendix A).

I 2.01 "Cultural resources" are defined to include
any building, site, district, structure, object,
data, or other material relating to the history,
architecture, archaeology or culture of an area.

2.02 "Literature search" is defined as an exa-
uination and review of written reports, books,
articles, etc., published and unpublished, which
are pertinent to the cultural resources investi-
gation to be carried out for a particular project.
The purpose of the literature search is to fam-
iliarize the Contractor with the cultural history
and past investigations which have been carried
out in the area of the study, and to provide this
information in a summarized form to the agency re-
questing the search. ,7hile the exdsting data could
be extensive, the literature search should be lira-
ited, as mich as possible, to providing a useable
body of data for the purposes outlined above.

2.03 "Records review" is defined as the examina-
tion and review of records, files, etc., which are
maintained by various local and state agencies.
The purpose of the records review is to document
the location of known sites which may exist within
the project area, their condition, the extent of
past work undertaken at the site, and any other in-
formation which may be relevant in assessing the
significance of the site. (Appendix A:Scope of

* W.rk; 3).

The comilation of cultural resource data alone for the Subbasin study is

insufficient for the planning needs of the Corps of Engineers. The raw

*,: , data trust be standardized and placed in a format which will present as

nch information as possible about each site in order to evaluate that

-- * .. *. * *.- .. *... . ... '
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site, and present appropriate recomrmedat ions regarding site sigificance,

fuvure research needs (where applicable), and preservation/protection of

a site where it is warranted.

-, ..*

To these ends, the data have been organized in the following manner:

According to this and previous study formats, the
-*i Project Area's major divisions are by subbasin.

Data within the subbasin are then ordered accord-
ing to the counties present (each subbasin having
more than one county).

Within the county, prehistoric sites are presented
in numerical order.

Within the county, historic sites are presented in
alphabetical order (for easy referencing) by towship.

For each specific site (both prehistoric and historic) the following data

nave been presented where applicable:

1) State 'Site Numrbers and additional Site Numbers (if any)

2) Quadrangle Map reference

3) Legal Description- standing structures, hover, most often
have addresses within village, towns and/or cities

4) Verbal Description- describing the locale where they have
been recorded

5) Investigators/Years- this may mean recorder, excavator, and/
or researcher in some capacity

6) Reports/References- pertinent document(s) such as fieldnotes,
site reports, nnographs, historic map references, arti-
cles, books, journals and -rns specifically about the
site or in wiich information relating to the site or e-
vents in the site's location have been referenced, is
present in this category,

F 6
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7) Accession Nurbers artifact catalog nurbers which have been
assigned by an institution wh-ich is curating that mater-
ial

8) Cultural Affiliation - the specific cultural period, focus
-. tor component in which a site was originally occupied or

fabricated

9) Present Site Condition - whether the site physically exists
and whether it is in a stable condition and/or protected

10) Site Description - a narrative of a length commensurate with
the amount of available data regarding the site; its com-
ponents; its surroundings; research methods and findings.
(note: some sites have been identified only and no addi-
tional information is given other than their existence)

11) Evaluation and Recommendations - an evaluation of the site
with regard to previously conducted research; the amout

4 of available information; the site's significance and
its present condition; reconmendations for further re-
search and/or investigation and the need for preserva-
tion/protection with regard to development and/or con-

, Istruction plans

* 12) Additional Notation - particularly significant sites which
are close to and which play an important role in or
which have significantly influenced the cultural develop-
met within the project area, but which are outside of
the study area have been added and are so labeled (e.g.,
the Upper and Loer Sioux Agencies). Anything which is
pertinent to the site but has no specific categorical
affiliation is presented here.

. , Archaeological Field Services, Inc. has compiled prehistoric and historic

site information throughout the designated Project Area. Public and pri-

vate agency sources which have been reviewed and searched during the com-

pilation of data for this report and the following is a comprehensive list

of the sources and files which have been used during the course of this

: ,study:

State Archaeologist's Office Files
Minnesota Prehistoric Archaeological Site Files
Isolated Find Files
Archaeological Survey Report Files

7
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State Historic Preservation Office Files
County Site Files
Standing Structure Files (this file includes the National.

Register Sites)
Archaeological and Historic Survey Report Files

Historic Fort Snelling
Abandoned Fur Trade Files
Abandoned Townsite Files
Trygg Maps (Coaposite Map of the Original Land Survey Notes)
Original Plat Maps (Microfilm)
County Histories
State and Munlicipal Highway Files

University of Minnesota - Anthropology Laboratory
County Memos Files
Survey Report Files

Original U.S. General Land Office Survey Maps and Notes - Office
of the Secretary of State - State of Minnesota - State Office
Building, Capitol Hill, St. Paul, Minnesota

Minnesota Historical Society, Division of Archives and ManuscriDts

County historical societies

All other pertinent references encountered

Sources consulted in the compilation of the South Dakota Cultural Resources

"information:

South Dakota Archaeological Research Center, Fort Meade
Archaeological Site Card File

University of South Dakota Archaeological Laboratory, Vermillion
Archaeological Site Files

Historical Preservation Center, Vermillion
South Dakota Historic Site List
South Dakota National Register of Historic Places Site List

Depar-=-ent of Educati on and Cultural Affairs (U of South Dakota)
Archaeological Field Notes of W.H. Over

(South Dakota State Archaeologist - Bulletin No. 1, 1973)
Edited by John S. Sigstad and Joanita Kant Sigstad

Hamlin and Deuel County Arcthaeological Survey (Joint project
between the University of South Dakota and the Historical
Preservation Office)
Archaeological Site Forms and Field Notes Corpleted by B.Lass

8
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A. Geology

The Upper Minnesota Subbasin lies within a small portion of northeastern
U

South Dakota and a large portion of southwestern innesota, just north

and east of the steep Coteau des Prairie escarpment.

The bedrock in this region is representative of three (3) geological eras.

"bst of the study area's bedrock is shale, sandstone and clay deposited

during the Cretaceous Period of the Mesozoic Era (225 m.y.- 64 m.y. ) by

*.'- shallow seas wiich repeatedly inundated large portions of North America

A(see Figure 2).

The second most predaninant bedrock of the area is Sioux Quartzite (with

intermittent argilite and catlinile deposite catlinite deposits) which

was formed during the upper Precambrian Era (1.7-1.4 b.y.). These rock

formations form the base of the Coteau des Prairie and may also be found

as outcroppings through zrray and Cottonwood Counties in Minnesota.

Within the region of the Mirnnesota River valley, LOr Precanbrian Era

formations are found, the Glacial River Warren having cut a deep gorge to

4 expose the bedrock material. The granites, intruded during the Algoman

orogeny (a time of intensive igneous activity, metamorphism and rock fold-

ing) are dated at approximately 2,702.6 b.y. Within the Mimesoca River

.. : ,valley itself are two areas which have the distincticn of containing lithic

deposits which date from 3.5 billion years ago (Sims & Zbrey:1972:5). These

S are among the oldest rocks on earth. The locations of these deposits are

Granite Falls, Yellow Mdicine County and Nbrton, Remille County, Yinnesota.

9


